24 Jamtar^ 1840. — 3 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



A 



BILL 

For the Amendment of the Law and belter 
Administration of Justice in Ireland. 




(Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



<£ JR, <l£ a, & it hath been considered that the forty-second Pre«mbl«; 
section of the Act passed in the third and fourth years 
of the reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, 

“ An Act for the Limitation of Actioas and Suits relating to Real 

c Prooeitv. and for simplifying the Remedies for trying tiie Rights Actions of Debt or 
5 c J’ B o ... fj-, Ui. CoYcaaat OTon In- 

thereto,” chapter twenty-seven, does not extend to Actions ol Debt Venture of Dem» 

or Covenant upon an Indenture of Demise or Deed of Annuity ; of A mm y 

And whereas it would contribute to the better .Administration of Occasional Powers 
^ ^ , ■ to Iwiriw® to Courts 

Justice in Ireland if the Proceedings in the Courts there were m jn Ireland. 

,0 certain respects regulated, and certain powers given to the said 
Courts to be exercised as occasion might require j 



M it tBEKfore (Snamh, 1 )V The QUEEN’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual j, 

and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
15 by the Authority of the same, THAT all Actions of Covenant or Debt 

for Rent upon an Indenture of Demise or for Arrears of any Annuity Airem* of Awmity 

‘ r I j r . 1 • to l>® coiatneuced 

shall be commenced and sued within I wo iears?titer the end ot tnis w-ithiu Two Years 
present Session, or within Six Years after the cause of such action, Six ’ 

but not after, save as hereinafter provided. 



And be it Enacted, That if any person or persons that is or are or 
shall be entitled to any such action, is w are or shall be, at the time 
A of 



2 . 

P*DSona incajwci- 
t^od at tlia time of 
aetkm 4t^0uing to 
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institute tiic 
Action within 
the same time 
after the re- 
moval of such 
disability, as 
other persons 
having no dis- 
ability might 
have done. 



In case of any 
actnowlcdg- 
meut in 
■writing by the 
party liable, 
or part pay- 
ment, Action 
forthebalance 



kuowlcdgcd 
to be due may 
be brought 
■within Six 
Years from 
such acknow- 
ledgment or 
part payment. 



of anvBUch action accruing, under any impediment or d.sab.l.ty or 
otherwise bylaw prevented from instituting “‘f ^ 

same according to the course and practice of the »<>veral court. 

wherein the said action might be instituted and commenced then 

such person or parsons shall be at liberty to mst.tute and pro eem 
the sL action so as the same is commenced w.tlnn such t 
after such disability, impediment and cause of preventron respK- 

tively shall have ceased, as other persons having no such d.sab,^ 

impediment or cause of prevention might have done. 

always, That if any acknowledgment shall have been made, either 

by writing signed by the party liable, or. by some person pre- 

vLsly anthoriaed. or by any part payment or part 

account of the principal sum claimed =>8-“* 

and mav be lawful for the person or persons entitled to, sue 

to bring his. her or their action for the money remaining unpaid 

and so acknowledged to be due, within Sir Terrs after such acknoi - 

Iedgme.it, part payment or part satisfaction made as aforesaid. 



3 ^ 

Defence 



heieby given 
must lie spe- 
ciallypleMcil. 



And be it Enacted, That the defence hereby given shall not be 
available unless the same be specially pleaded by the party relying 
thereon, and that in such plea it shall not be necessary to negahve ao. 
any of the exceptions or provisoes lieremhetore 
jeh exception, proviso or acknowledgment shall be stated y 
plaintiff or plaintifis ill any such action by way of replication 
any such plea as aforesaid. 



4- 

No plea in 

abatement tM 
non-joinder, 

unless with 
afSdavit of 
the residence 
of the party 
within the 
jurisdiction. 



And be it Enacted. That no plea hi abatement for the non- 15 
ioinder of any person as a co-defendant shall be allowed ,n any 
Court of Common Law in Ireland, unless it shall be stated in sue i 
plea that such person is resident within thejnrisdiction of the Court 
and unless the place of residence of such person slia 1 bo staled 
with convenient certainty in an aftidavit verifying such plea. 3 



5- , 

To such plea 
in ahateraent 
Plaintiff 1 



iply, statii^ 
lankrupl 
Insof- 



u^tcy 
vency, &c. 



And be it Enacted, That to any such plea ,n abatement the 
plaintiff may reply that such person not joined as a defendan has 
Len discharged as a certificated bankrupt, or as an insolvent 
debtor, or that he is under some specific disability vvheteby he 
cannot be sued in the said action in which such plea is pleaded. 35 



6 . 

In all cases of 
a plea in 

abatement, U 

pltuntiff shall 
comiBcnce 
another Ac- 
tion, persons 
ntmea in plea 

vfBbatement 
shall be en- 
titled to 
judgment ar.4 



And be it Enacted, That in ail cases in which after such plea in 
abatement the plaintiff shall, without having proceeded to trial upon 
an issne thereon, commence another action agams^he defendant 
or defendants in the action in which such plea shall have een 
pleaded, and the person or persons named in such plea .11 abatemen . 
as joint contractors, if it shall appear by the pleadings ,n such sub- 
sequent action, or on the evidence at the trial thereof, that all the 
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oriEinal defenilants are liable, but tliat one or more of Uie persons 

1 . 1 • V 1. liaolo, s^inst 

named in such plea in abatement or any subsequent plea in abate- the other De- 
ment are not liable as a contracting party or parties, the plaintiff “ ® 

shall nevertheless he entitled tojudgment, or to a verdict andjudg- 
5 meiit, as the case may be, iigainst the other defendant or defendants 
who shall appear to be liable; and every defendant who is not so 
liable shall have judgment, and shall be entitled to bis costs as against 
the plaintiff, who shall allowed the same as costs in the cause 
against the defendant or defendants who shall have so pleaded in 
lO abatement the non-joinder of such person; provided that any such 
defendant who shall have so pleaded in abatement shall be at liberty 
on the trial to adduce evidence of the liability of the defendants 
named by him in such plea in abatement. 

And be it Enacted, That no plea in abatement for a misnomer jviisnomernot 

I • « .1 . • II • tobe pleaded 

shall be allowed in any personal action, but that in all cases in abatement. 

which a misnomer would but for this Act have been by law plead- 
able in abatement in such actions, the defendant shall be at liberty 
to cause the declaration to be amended at the costs of the plaintiff, 
by inserting the right name, upon an order of Court, founded on an 
20 affidavit of the right name ; and in case such order shall be refused, 
the costs of such application shall be paid by the party applying, if 
the 'Court shall think fit. 

8 . 

And be it Enacted, That in all actions upon bills of exchange initials of 

- , . Names may 

or promissory notes or other written instruments, any ot the parties ^ used in 
2.1 to which are designated hy the initial letter or letters or some con- 
traction of the Christian or first name or names, it shall be sufficient 
in every proceeding founded thereon in any Court to designate such 
persons by the same initial letters or letter or contraction of the 
Christian or first name or names instead of stating the Christian or 
30 first name or names in full. 

And be it Enacted, That no wager of law shall be hereafter 
allowed. 

And be it Enacted, Tliat an action of debt on simple contract 
shall be maintainable in any Court of Common I^w against any 
22 executor or administrator. 

AND whereas it is expedient to lessen the expense of the proof Powcrtothc 
of written or printed documents or copies thereof on the trial of ^te^regnla- 
causes ; CE it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the of* 

several Courts of Common Law of superior jurisdiction respectively, 
upon an application for that purpose at a reasonable time before the 
trial, to make an order for the admission of one parly to the other 
12. A 2 of 



Wager of 
Law to be 
aboliabed. 

10 . 
Action of 
Debt ou 
Simple Con- 



11 . 
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Power to 
direct bsoo 
joined in 
cflrUiin Ac* 
tions to be 
tried before 
Assistant 
Barrister, &c. 



15 



i;5- 

upon tie 
return of a 
Writ of In- 
ouiry, or a 
Trial of Is- 
sues, jndg* 
nient to be 
signed, unless, 



Judge as to 
sncli Issues 
to have the 
like powers 
us Judges at 
Nisi Prius. 



( 4 ) 

of all auch written or printed documento or copies of docoments 
as are intended to be offered in evidence on the sa.d tnal by the 
party requiring such admission, and lonch.ng the inspection thereof 
before such admission is made, and touching the costs wh.A may 
be incurred by the proof of such dooumerits or copies 0.1 the tria 5 
of the cause in case of the not producing of such dociimeiit or 
copies for the purpose of obtaining admission thereof, or of he 
refusal to make such admission (as the case may be) and 
said Courts shall seem meet ; and all sncli rules and order, sha 1 be 
binding and obligatory in all Courts of Comnion Law, and of the 
like force as if tlie provisions therein contamed had been expres y 
enacted by Parliament. 

And be it Enacted, That in any writ of inquiry whatsoever, or in 
any action depending in any of the snperior Courts for aiy debt or 
demand, in which action Ihe smii sought to be recovered and indorsed 
on the writ or process shall not exceed Twenty Pounds, it sha I 
be lawful for the Court in which such suit shall bedependmg ,f sue . 

Court shall be satisfied that the trial will not involve any difficult 
nuestioii of fact or law, and such Court shall think fit so to do to 
order and direct that the issue or issues joined shall be tned before 
the Assistant Barrister of the county where the action is brougit 
or to which the venue lias been changed or trial ihrected, or any 
hidr-c of any Court of Record for the recovery of deb, in such 
county, and for that purpose a writ shall issue directed to such 
Assistant Barrister or Judge commanding him to try such n,sue or 25 
issues by a Jury to be summoned by the Slienff of the county, and 
tu reuirn such writ with the finding of the Jury thereon indorsed a 
a certain day in term or in vacation to be named in such writ and 

that the said Barrister or Judge shall be entitled to a fee of T/i«c 

Guineos for trying the same, to be taxed as costs m the cause, but 30 
paid at the trial by the successful party. 

And be it Enacted, That at the return of any such writ of m- 
qiiiry, or writ for the trial of such issue or issues as aforesaid costs 
U be taxed, judgment signed and execution issued forthwith, 
unless the Judge before whom such trial shall be had shall certify 35 
under his hand upon such writ that judgment ought not to be signed 
until the defendant shall have had an opportunity “PM 
Court for a new inquiry or trial, or the said Court sha 1 
order that judgment or execution shall be sUayed till “ «> ‘>e 

named in such order, and the verdict of such Jury on the trirf of 40 
said, issue or issues shall be as valid and of the like force as a v^d.ct 
of a Jury at Nisi Prius ; and the J udge presiding at the trial of such 
issue or issues shall liave the like powers with respect to amend- 
ments on such trial os are hereinafter given to Judges at Nis. Prms^ 
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And be it Euacted, That it sUall be lawful for the defendant in all 
personal actions, by leave of any of the said superior Courts where 
such action is pending, to pay into Court a sum of money by way of 
compensation or amends, in such manner and under such regula- 
5 tions as the said Court may order and direct as to the costs of any 
such action or the proceedings therein or trial thereof. 

AND whereas unnecessary delay and expense are sometimes oc- 
casioned by the trial of local actions in the county where the cause of 
action has arisen ; BE it therefore Enacted, That in any action de- 
10 pending in any of the said superior Courts, the venue in which is by 
law local, the Court in which such action shall be depending may 
on the application of either party order the issue to be tried, or writ 
of inquiry to be executed, in any other county or place than that in 
which the venue is laid, and for that purpose any such Court may 
15 order a suggestion to be entered on the record, that the trial may be 
more conveniently had, or writ of inquiry executed, in the county 
or place where the same is ordered to take place. 

AND whereas great expense is often incurred, and delay or failure 
of justice lakes place at trials, by reason of variances as to some 
20 particular or particulars between the proof and the record, or setting 
forth on the record or document on which the trial is had of con- 
tracts, customs, prescriptions, names and other matters or circum- 
stances not material to the merits of the case, and by the mis-state- 
ment of which ihe opposite party cannot liave been prejudiced, and 
25 the same cannot in any case be amended at the trial, except where 
the variance is between any matter in writing or in print produced 
in evidence and the record: And whereas it is expedient to allow 
such amendments as hereinafter mentioned to be made on the trial 
of the cause ; BE it therefore Enacted, That it shall be lawful for 
any Court of Record holding plea in civil actions, and any Judge 
sitting at Nisi Prins, if such Court or Judge shall see fit so to do, to 
cause the record, writ or document on which any trial may be 
pending before any such Court or Judge, in any civil action, or in 
any information in the nature of a Q.uo warranto or proceedings on a 
25 mandamus, when any variance shall appear between the proof and 
the recital or setting forth on the record, writ or document on which 
the trial is proceeding, of any contract, custom, prescription, name 
or other matter, in any particular or particulars in thejudgment of 
such Court or Judge not material to the merits of the case, and by 
40 which the opposite party cannot have been prejudiced in the con- 
duct of ids action, prosecution or defence, to be forthwith amended 
by some officer of the Court or otherwise, both in the part of the 
phadings w’here such variance occurs, and in every other part of the 
pleadings which it may become necessary to amend, on such terms 
12. -V 3 as 



14. 

Defendant to 
l)e allowed to 
pay ^foney 
into Court, in 
certain Ac- 
tions, by order 
of Court. 



1.5. 

Power to 
ilircct Local 
Actions to b« 
tried in any 
County. 



16. 

Allowing 
Amcndmcnta 
to be made on 
the Record in 
certain cases. 
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a, to payment of costs to ST^vlnrof 'cos." 

be had before the same r„„k reasonable . 

and postponement as such Court o a,, „r particulars in 

ana ^ 

the judgment of buch „^osite nartv may have been pre- 

the case, but such as tha nrosecution or defence, 

judiced thereby in the con po„er’to cause the same to be 

then such Court or ty, and withdraw- 

amended upon P='y“™‘ “ ^ aforesaid, as such Court or lo 

i„g the record, or P“‘P»" ^ ‘ any such amendment the trial 

Judge shall ‘‘‘■"’‘"““f’';; L proceeded with, in the same 
shall proceed, m case t the liability of witnesses 

manner in all respects, both wrth “variance had 

lo be indicted for perjury an at -Nlisi Prins, or by '5 

appeared ; and m case sue amendment shall 

virtue of such wnt as aforesard, t l e ^ray be), and 

be indorsed on the postea or on re thereupon such 

returned together with the abich such record or 

papers, rolls and other reco amend, shall be amended 20 

writ issued, as ' ^ shall be had in any Court of 

accordingly } in c s entered on the roll 

Hecord, then the order s^^l ^ 

or other document upon i dissatisfied with the decision 

of such Judge at IS tlip Pnurt from which such 

record or wnt ardcr of amendment im- 

“^‘““Tre^rrttheTlf reasonable or objectionable, a new 

rs:rr-ed— 

r;tr:r"r;:irr;e.ctnatefid.a. 

stantial justice. 

A n V, t Fnacted That the said Court or Judge shall if required 
fo. And be En . variance, instead of causing the record 35 

•J ” ” “ tlrbe amended as aforesaid, direct the Jury to find the 

.ae or document “ evidence, and thereupon such find.ug 

nd fact or facts according document, and notwithstanding the 

shall be stated on sue re from which 

finding on the ;( they shall think the said variance 40 

the record has is j mis-statement such as 

immaterial to the mertts of the 

iron“^’'ercni've jodg™^" according to the very right and 
iustice of the case. 

■' And 
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And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the parties in any PowaaM 
action or information after issue joined, by consent and by order of „sXoutpro- 
the Court, to state the facts of the case in tire form of a special case “ 

for the opinion of the Court, and to agree that a judgment shall be 
5 entered for the plaintiff or defendant, by confession or of Nolle pro- 
sequi, immediately after the decision of the case or otherwise, as the 
Court may think fit, and judgment shall be entered accordingly, 
and shall be subject to the revision of a Court of Error as in other 
cases. 

r ' 9 - 

to AND in order to render the rejection of witnesses on the ground of 

interest less frequent BE it Enacted. That if any witness shall be ,„My on 
objected to as incompetent on the ground that the verdict or verdict to be 
judgment in the action on which it shall be proposed to examine 
him vrould be admissible in evidence for or against him, such 
15 witness shall nevertheless be examined ; but in that case the verdict 
or judgment in that action in favour of the party on whose behalf he 
shall have been examined shall not be admissible in evidence for 
him or any one claiming under him, nor shall a verdict or judgment 
against the party on whose behalf he shall have been examined 
20 be admissible in evidence against him or any one claiming under 
him. 

20 . 

And be it Enacted, That the name of every witness objected to 

as incompetent, on the ground that such verdict or judgment would Nameofthe 

^ ^ . 1 II » * ■ 1 1 Witness oa 

be admissible in evidence for or against him, shall at the trial be tiie Record, 

25 indorsed on the record or document on which the trial shall be had, 
together with the name of the party on whose behalf he was examined, 
by some officer of the court, at the request of either party, and shall 
be afterwards entered on the record of the judgment 5 and such 
indorsement or entry shall be sufficient evidence that such witness 
30 was examined in any subsequent proceeding in which the verdict or 
judgment shad be offered in evidence. 



2T. 

And be it Enacted, That upon all debts or sums certain, payable juryem- 
at a certain time or otherwise, the Jury on the trial of any issue, or allow interest 
on any inquisition of damages, may, if they shall think fit. allow Debts. 
35 interest to the creditor at a rate not exceeding the current rate of 
interest from the time when such debts or sums certain were pay- 
able, if such debts or sums be payable by virtue of some written 
instrument at a certain time, or if payable otherwise, then from the 
time when demand ol payment shall have been made in writing, so 
40 as such demand shall give notice to the debtor that interest will be 
claimed from the date of such demand until the term of payment ; 
provided, that interest shall be payable in all cases in which it is now 
payable by law. 
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, And be it Enacted, That the J urj on the Inal of any tssue. or on 

rilom tho 3, inquisition of damages, may, if they shall think fit , give ‘‘'"“S 
;;7CJa^ i„-thenalme of inteiest over and above the value of the goods at the 
E‘lnl”r time of the conversion or seizure, in all actions of trover tespas 

de bonis asportatis, and over and above the money recoverable all 5 
actions on policies of assurance made after the passing of tins Ac,. 

, ^3; n And be it Enacted, That if any person shall sue out any writ of 

npnn a„y judgment whatsoever given in any Court m any 
JSS: ihs action 'personal, and the Court of Error shall give jndgmen or he 
defendant in error thereon, then interest ^ , 

btead«l»jed. fgf gnnh time as execution has been delayed y 

writ of error for the delaying thereof. 

And be it Enacted, That in every action brought by any execu- 
Executors , . . . • ;„iaf r.f th<=. tpsJsitor or intestate, such exe- 

Buing in right tor or administrator m right ol the tesuuor or lute , 

fJt cutor or administrator shall, in case the Court in which such act, ou 5 

S’ciir is brought shall so order, be liable to pay costs to the defendant in 
case of being nonsuited or a verdict passing against the plaintifl 
and in all other cases in which he would be liable if sucli plaiiuiff 
were suing in liis own riglit upon a cause of action accruing o 
bimsclf ; and the defendant shall have judgment for such coals, and 
they shall be recoveied in like manner. 



n. o™. And be it Enacted, That where several persons shall be made 
Sr?'". ■ defendants in any personal action, and any one or more of them 
“ “Sr have a Nolle prosequi entered as to him or them, or upon the 

trial of such action shall have a verdict pass for bint or them, every 25 
«".lv.u such person sliall have judgment for and recover his reasonable 
twoCotw. h, the case of a trial the Judge before whom such 

cause shall be tried shall certify upon the record under his hand, in 
open conn, immediately after the trial, that there was a reasonable 
cause for making such person a defendant in such action. 30 

ws in And be it Enacted, That where any Nolle prosequi shall have 
g j; entered upo„ any count, or as to part of any declaration, the 
defendant shall be entitled to, and have judgment for, and recover 
his reasonable costs in that behalf. 

„ . And be it Enacted. That in all writs of Scire facias the plaintiff 35 

obtaining judgment or an award of execution shall recover his cMts 
. of suit upon a judgment by default, as well as upon a judgment after 

plea pleaded or demurrer joined, and that where judgment shall be 
civen either for or against a plaintiff or defendant, or for or against 
a defendant or tenant, upon any demurrer joined m any action 

whatever, 
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whatever, the parly in whose favour such judgment shall be given 
shall also have judgment to recover his costs in that behalf. 

28. 

AND whereas it is provided in and by a Statute passed in the 
third and fourth years of the reign of his late Majesty, mtmilcd, 
r “An Act for consolidating and amending the Law relative to 4 Will. 4 , 
Jurors and Juries in Ireland,” that the person or party who shall 
apply for a Special Jury shall pay the fees for striking such Jury and 
all the espouses occasioned by the trial of the cause by the same, 
and shall not have any further or other allowance for the same upon 
10 taxation of costs than such person or party would be entitled unto 
in case the cause had been tried by a Common Jury, unless the 
Judge before whom the cause is tried shall, immediately after the 
trial, certify under his hand, upon the back of the record, that the 
same was a cause proper to be tried by a Special Jury ; BE it 
jr Enacted, That the said provision of the said last-mentioned Act of 
Parliament, and every thing therein contained, shall apply to cases 
in which the plaintiff shall be nonsuited, as well as to cases in which 
a verdict shall pass against him, and also to cases where there has 
been one or more trials, or where the J urors have not agreed on a 
20 verdict, and on the final determination of the suit the Judge before 
whom the same is heard shall certify as aforesaid. 



29. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the executors or 
administrators of any lessor or landlord to distrain upon the lands 
demised for any term or at will for the arrearages of rent due to lifetime. 

35 such lessor or landlord in his lifetime, in like maimer as such lessor 
or landlord might have done in his lifetime. 



30- 

And be it Enacted, That such arrearages may be distrained for 
after the end or determination of such term or lease at will in the 
same manner as if such term or lease had not been ended or deter- drtmml- 
30 mined, provided that such distress be made within the space of Sir “em.” 
calendar Months after the determination of snch term or lease, and 
during the continuance of the possession of the tenant from whom 
such arrears became due ; Provided also. That all and every the 
powers and provisions in the several Statutes made relating to dis- 
33 tresses for rent shall be applicable to the distresses so made as afore- 
said. 

31 - 

AND whereas it is expedient to render references to arbitration 
more effectual ; BE it Enacted, That the power and authority of any 
arbitratororumpiieappointedbyorin pursuance of any rule of Court „„t mto ’ 
or order of Nisi Prius, in any action now brought or which shall be -without leave 
hereafter brought, or by or in pursuance of any submission to refer- 
ence containing an agreement that such submission shall be made a 



1 
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role of any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record, shall not be revoca- 
ble by any party to such reference without the leave of the Court by 
which such rule or order shall be made, or which shall be mentioned 
in such submission ; and the arbitrator or umpire shall and may and 
is hereby required to proceed with the reference notwithstanding 
any such revocation, and to make such award, although the person 
making such revocation shall not afterwards attend the reference, 
and that the Court may from time to time enlarge the term for any 
such arbitrator making his award. 

PowJi AndbeitEnaeled, That when any reference shall have been to 

made by any such rule or order as aforesaid, or by any snbm.ssion 
Witmssos. containing such agreement as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the 
Court by which such rule or order shall be made, or which shall 
be mentioned in such agreement by rule or order to be made, for 
that purpose to authorize the said arbitrator to command the attend- 15 
aiice and examination of any person to be named, or the production 
of any documents to be mentioned in such rule or order, and the dis- 
obedience to any such command shall be deemed a contempt of 
Court, if in addition to the service of such rale or order, an appomt- 
ment of the time and place of attendance in obedience thereto, 20 
signed by one at least of the arbitrators, or by the umpire before 
whom the attendance is required, shall also be served either together 
with or after the service of such rule or order : Provided always, 

That every person whose attendance shall be so required, shall be 
entitled to the like conduct money and payment of expenses and 25 
for loss of time, as for and upon attendance at any trial : Provided 
also, That the application made to such Court or Judge for such 
rule’ or order shall set forth the county where such witness is residing 
at the time, or satisfy such Court or Judge that such person cannot 
be found : Provided also, That no person shall be compelled to 3 “ 
produce, under any such rule or order, any writing or other docu. 
ment that he would not be compelled to prorluce at a trial, or to 
attend for more than Tm consecutive days to be named in such 
oixier. 

Ji a. And be it Enacted. That when in any rule or order of reference 35 
or in any submission to arbitration containing an agreement that 
the submission shall be made a rule of Court, it shall be ordered or 
agreed that the witnesses upon such reference shall be examined 
upon oath, it shall be lawful for the arbitrator or umpire, or any one 
arbitrator, and he or they are hereby authorized and required to 40 
adminislcr an oath to such witnesses, or to take their affirmation 
in cases where affirmation is allowed by law instead of oath ; and if 
upon such oath or affirmation any person making the same shall 
wilfully and corruptly give any false evidence, every person so 

offending 



ArhitratoTfi, 
under Rule 
of Court, to 
adndnisteE 
an Oatli. 
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offending shall be deemed and taken to be gnilly of Perjury, and 
shall be prosecuted and punished accordingly. 

34. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall commence and take 
effect on the First day of One thousand eight hundred Act. 

and Forty. 

35. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall extend only to Ireland. w ird^d “ 

only. 
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Administration of Justice. 



